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K E E N O O S H A Y O  
N E W S   

“ W H E R E  T H E  

S P I R I T  S O A R S ”   
 

   

January 21, 2019 

“Your success and happiness lies in you.  Resolve to keep happy, and your joy and you shall form an 
invincible host against difficulties.”  Helen Keller        
                      
Another new year begins.  Welcome 2019! I hope everyone has had a chance to relax and enjoy some 
quality time with family and friends over the holiday season. The start of school, after a significant 
break, always provides a good opportunity to re-establish a focus on learning and to establish goals for 
the remainder of the school year. The custodians and maintenance staff have done an excellent job of 
making our school look great for our return. We ask that our students, staff and parents show 
thankfulness for their tremendous efforts to keep our school clean by removing outdoor footwear at the 
door.  
 
This past while has provided a challenge to us with a significant drop in the temperature outside.  As 
we deal with a number of indoor recess days (blue dot days), we appreciate so much the effort of staff 
and students to find appropriate indoor unstructured activities in which students may participate.  With 
this, we do ask that you ensure your child comes to school everyday with appropriate outdoor dress 
(snow pants, winter jacket, warm hat, mittens/gloves, scarves) as there have been days that have started 
off very cold, but have warmed up enough for our students to go outside for recess.  
 
Now is also the time for people to register for kindergarten, so please spread the word!  We continue to 
offer both full day every day kindergarten as well as half day mornings and afternoons.  We encourage 
you to get your registration to us as soon as possible to improve the chances of getting the offering that 
you desire.   In addition, please join us on January 29 at 6:30 p.m. in our library as we will specifically 
discuss our kindergarten program at Keenooshayo.  
 
We are so very thankful for the tremendous contributions that Keenooshayo parents and family members 
make within our school.  A fantastic opportunity to get involved and to have input into the school is to 
attend the school council and  Keenooshayo Parents' Association meetings.  The next meeting will be 
held on Monday, February 11 at 7:00 p.m. in the school library. Please join us if you are able!  
 
As always, if you have questions or concerns, please feel free to contact us at the school. 

Michael Erickson 
michael.erickson@spschools.org 

Adam Rurka 
adam.rurka@spschools.org 

Michael Erickson, Principal  
Adam Rurka, Assistant Principal  
Janeen Juse, Administrative Assistant  

40 Woodlands Road, St. Albert, Alberta, T8N 3X3 
Phone: (780) 459-3114 Fax: (780) 460-7752 

www.keem.spschools.org 
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Important Dates 
 
Jan 22 Running Club (Grade 4, 5 & 6 Students) 8:00 AM - 8:45 AM 
Jan 24 Running Club (Grade 4, 5 & 6 students), Parent Drop off at Servus 
 Place 7:15 AM 
Jan 24 Safe In Six (Grade 6 Students) Grad 6:30 PM - 7:30 PM, School Gym 
Jan 25 Girls’ Circle (Grade 6 Girls) 3:30 PM - 5:00 PM 
Jan 29 Running Club (Grade 4, 5 & 6 Students) 8:00 AM - 8:45 AM 
Jan 29 Kindergarten Open House (2019-20 students), Library 6:30 PM - 7:30 PM 
Jan 30 Sister Squad Meeting (Grade 4 & 5 Girls) 12:41 PM - 1:09 PM 
Jan 31 Running Club (Grade 4, 5 & 6 students) 8:00 AM - 8:45 AM 
Jan 31 Peace Builders Meeting, 12:41 PM - 1:09 PM 
Jan 31 Boys’ Club (Grade 4 & 5 Boys), 3:30 PM - 5:00 PM 
Feb 5 Running Club Practice 8:00 AM - 8:45 AM  
Feb 5 Kindergarten Grad Photos 9:15 AM & 12:45 PM 
Feb 5 School Assembly, Grade 1 & 3 Host, 1:30 PM - 2:00 PM 
Feb 6 Early Dismissal 12:30 PM (Grades 1 - 6), No School Kindergarten 
Feb 7 & 8 No School, Teachers’ Convention 
Feb 11 Parent Council & KPA Meeting, Library, 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM 

SILVER CARNIVAL 
 

 Thursday, February 14th (1:30 PM - 3:00 PM) 
 

Each year, the students at our school participate in the Silver Carnival.  All proceeds from the 
event will go to our foster child Kenday Lohan Portillo Castillo who is eight years old and 
lives in Intibuca, Honduras, Central America, with her grandparents.  Money raised by the  
students at the Silver Carnival will allow Kenday to attend school.   
 
Activities will be set up in rooms throughout the school.  Please send your “silver change” in a 
labeled container with your child.  Each event will cost between 10¢ and $1.00. 
 

          Thank you for your support! 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
Congratulations to the following staff members who have dedicated many years of service to 

the students of St. Albert Public Schools: 
Dalon Belanger 5 years 

Alisa Bolster 5 years 
Lisa Bordian 5 years 
Karen Gysen 5 years 
Janeen Juse 5 years 

Leanne Ouimet 5 years  
Su Atkins 10 years 

Dennis Burton 15 years 
Barb Hubbard 20 years 
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Teddy Anderson is an internationally recognized performer, motivational speaker and children’s book author. Teddy's 
goal is to inspire all people to see themselves as members of One Human Family. Drawing on the First Nation’s Hoop 
Dance as well as Teddy’s life experience, Teddy teaches the important message of diversity and inclusion. Teddy oper-
ates from the perspective that children and youth have a remarkable capacity to do amazing things. Teddy builds an  
environment in which students are encouraged and expected to strive for excellence. He employs a strength-based  
approach, believing firmly that this is the most effective method to foster excellence in his students.  
 
Thank you to all those who joined us for our students choreographed performance on Friday, January 19th! 

~ Parents ~ 
If your child would like 
to donate their hoops to 
the school, please send 

them in to Mrs. Herman.  
She is hoping to gather 
enough hoops for a full 
class set (Division I & 
II) for a program next 

year. 



4 

KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION - SPREAD THE WORD! 
We are now accepting registrations for the Kindergarten 2019-20120 school year.  Any child who will be 

five years old prior to February 28, 2020 will be eligible for Kindergarten in  
September 2019.   

 
Kindergarten Open House 

Tuesday, January 29th 
6:30 PM - 7:30 PM 

School Library 

Do you have gently used  
children’s books or comics (no 
board books) you would like to 
donate? Please drop them off in 

Mrs. Wilson’s grade 2 class, room 
153, by Wednesday Feb 13th  for 

our school book sale,  
Silver Carnival event!   

 
We wanted to thank our Keenooshayo Families 
for their generous donations to our YOUCAN 

Christmas Fundraiser. A total of $740 was  
collected. Every donation counts and makes a  

difference in the lives of youth in our community. 
YOUCAN Youth Services extends their gratitude 

for the contribution our school has made. You 
have helped support youth to stay in school and to 

overcome challenges related to poverty,  
homelessness, mental health, and  

addiction.   
 
 
 
 

Late French Immersion 
Grade 6 Students and Parents!  
Join our Late French Immersion program and begin your exciting 
journey toward bilingualism in Grade 7. This program is designed 
for students who have little or no knowledge of French but who 
wish to become fluently bilingual by the time they graduate from high school. 
St. Albert's only Late French Immersion program is offered at Ecole Sir 
George Simpson School and bus transportation is available. 
 
To find out more about what Late French Immersion has to offer your child, 
you are invited to attend the Late French Immersion Information evening on 
Wednesday, March 13, 2019, at 7:00 PM, at Sir George Simpson Junior High 
School. 
 

Do not hesitate to contact: Pierre Rousseau at 780-459-4456 or 
pierre.rousseau@spschools.org.  

 

Attention Blockheads!!  
 

Come join us for LEGO Club in 
the Library!  

 
Grades 1 - 3 on Tuesdays 
Grades 4 - 6 on Thursdays 

Starting January 22nd @ 12:41 PM 
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KPA Korner – January 2019 

Thank you to all the families that supported our One-Stop Christmas Shop and the Santa’s Workshop!  Both were a 
great success once again! 

Playground Revamp 

The playground committee is working hard and moving forward.  More details to come. 

Fun Lunch Thursday 

If you would like to order lunches for your child go to www.HealthyHunger.ca   If you have questions about the Fun 
Lunch Thursday program or would like to help send an e-mail to Bonnie Wood to keenoparents@gmail.com. 

Receipt Fundraisers: 

These fundraisers don’t require extra spending, but add up surprisingly easily. 

Boston Pizza Receipts 

We want to thank all our parents who submitted receipts from Boston Pizza.  We are still accepting receipts from 
Boston Pizza.  We receive 5% back on all receipts submitted to Boston Pizza.   
Cobs Bread 

When you checkout with your order let them know you are with Keenooshayo Elementary School at the till and we 
get 5% back. 
SPUD.ca 

Order online, fresh food gets delivered to your door and our school receives 25% back 
 

Our meeting dates is February 11th in the library at 7:00pm.  All are welcome! 

All of the funds we raise are used to support our school.  We could not do so many wonderful things at this school if 
it wasn’t for the generous support of our parents.  Thank you for all your support throughout the years! 

Popcorn 
 

Each day during lunch hour @  
12:20 PM, our school concession is open! 

 
Available for purchase 75¢ each: 

Popcorn (variety of flavors) 
 

Each student may purchase one bag of popcorn. 
 

Please send exact change. 

Snow and cold are here! 
 

Please send weather appropriate clothing 
for your child. Packing an extra pair of 
clothes to keep at school is suggested. 
Please remember to label all of your 

child’s clothing and winter gear. 

Reminder:  
When you enter the school, please  

remove your outdoor footwear at the door!   
Thank you! 

http://www.healthyhunger.ca
mailto:keenoparents@gmail.com
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Parent/Teacher Learning Conferences 
Wednesday, February 20th &  

Thursday, February 21st  
 

You can book your appointments on-line  
http://keenooshayo.schoolappointments.com  
beginning Monday, February 11th @ 6:00 AM. 

 
 

   It’s That Time Again! 
 

Scholastic Book Fairs will be back at our School  

February 20th & 21st, 3:30 PM. 

 70 % of all sales will come back to our school to purchase  

new books for the library. 

Thank you for always supporting our Book fair!  

 
IMPORTANT   

For the safety of your children please DO NOT enter the staff parking lot at all or park in the bus 
access lane at peak times when students are arriving and leaving the school! Our student safety 

comes first.  Our staff parking spaces are reserved.  
 

PARKING FOR STUDENTS WITH  DISABILITIES   
Please be aware the school has one spot designated as a drop off only for parents of children with 

physical challenges. 

  School Fees 2018-2019 
 

If you have not paid your school fees yet, 
please do as soon as possible or contact 

Mrs. Juse in the office. 
 

Thank you 
Janeen Juse 

Secretary 
 

http://keenooshayo.schoolappointments.com
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Email Mrs. Juse by Friday, February 1, 2019  
to be entered to win a prize! 

 
           janeen.juse@spschools.org 

Newsletter Draw Winner! 
 

  ~ Tanya Diederichs ~ 
                              

 
               

 
It is the start of a new 
year; and what better 
way to begin than by 

giving back to our  
community.  

At Keenooshayo, we would like to extend a hand to those in 
need of food and other household items. 

 
Thank you so much for your support.  Together we can 

make a difference. 
 

Ms. Mackenzie, Mrs. Bordian  and our grade 3 classes 
 

Please drop off your food bank donations by  
January 23rd! 

 

Food Bank Wish List  

Flour 
Canned Tomatoes 
Sugar 
Salt 
Canned Meats*/Fish 
Oatmeal & Instant  
Breakfast Oatmeal 
Side Kicks 
Canned Milk/ Powdered 
Milk 
Hamburger Helper 
Coffee 
Fruit Cups/Pudding Cups 
Tea 
Crackers 

Canned Vegetables 
Canned Soups & dry soup 
cups 
Canned Fruit 
Baby Formula 
Diapers (all sizes) 
Personal Care Items 
Jam & Peanut Butter 
Granola Bars 
Kraft Dinner 
Tomato/Paste 
Pancake Mix & Syrup 
Pasta Sauce 
 


